THE FAMILY BURT and the LANGMAN HOSPITAL, BLOEMFONT EIN

Text for the catalogue sale of the Burt Family grou

Queen’s South Africa 1899-1902, 4 clasps, Capergplorange Free State, Transvaal, South Africa 19
(Sergt. A. Burt, Langman Hospital), date on laaspl (to which the recipient was not entitled) pela
altered to ‘1900, rank re-engraved and otherwisieially re-impressed, polished, nearly very fine.

Four: Acting Staff Sergeant W. H. Burt, Army See/iCorps, late Langman Hospital Queen’s South Afi
1899-1902, 3 clasps, Cape Colony, Orange Free, Statesvaal (Corpl. W. Burt, Langman Hospital);
1914-15 Star (S4-091005 Pte. W. H. Burt, A.S.Cr}tigh War and Victory Medals (S4-091005 A.-S.-Sjt
W. H. Burt, A.S.C.), the first with officially reaipressed naming, generally very fine and tare

! Dix Noonan Webb : Boer War Medals (Barrett J. @wollection), Lot 475, 21 September 2007 and ReAideck, Castletown, Isle
of Man. November 2011
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The Langman Hospital : setting the scene

The establishment of privately donated hospitalstist the British war effort in the
Anglo-Boer War began with the creation of the Rod Hospital late in 1899. Political
intrigues aside, it was a stunning success. Thisipted the philanthropist Mr John
Lawrence Langman to offer to establish, equip aathtain at his personal expense a
hospital, the future Langman Hospital.

The profile of the proposed hospital was definedHgyCentral British Red Cross
Committee and the War Office; the nominated Office€harge being Major O’C Drury
of the Royal Army Medical Corps, with Langman’s sén L. Langman (“Archie”), then
a Lieutenant in the Middlesex Yeomanry, being apfsal manager and treasurer. The
personnel finally numbered some 60 persoms whom six were medical professionals,
five senior medical students from University Co#ddospital, London, who were
appointed as dressers and 13 were from the StAloibulance Brigadé *.

Langman Hospital Medical Staff:
Conan Doyle, A. M.R.C.P., M.D
Gibbs, C. F.R.C.S.(Eng)
Mooliscroff, M. M.R.C.S.
O’Callaghan, R. F.R.C.S.I.
Scharlieb, H.J. F.R.C.S.(Eng)
Scholz, W. M.R.C.S.

The London Times Shipping List dated Thursd&yarch 1900 stated that the Oriental
left from the Royal Albert Docks, Tilbury on 9February 1900 for Queenstown after
inter alia personnel destined to serve in the Langman Hddgithembarked . They
disembarked at East London, South Africa ofi Rarch 1900; and they, together with
eighty tons of equipment, arrived in Bloemfontein2® April 1900.

Following a logistical mishap in Bloemfontein whisyepart of the rail consignment was
misdirected, the 35 tent hospital was opened"bAil at the Rambler’s Club cricket
ground, the cricket pavilion functioning as the maiard. On the 1 April, Lord

2 Langman Medal Roll - WO 100/225 — of individuaititied to the South African Medal and Clasps

% Fevyer, W.H . Journal of the Orders and MedaleResh Society 1979; 18(3): 207-10 Queen’s Soutltéivedal, Medal Roll for
the Langman Hospital

4 British Medical Journal 27 Jan., 1900 p. 225.ETEHANGMAN HOSPITAL. We understand that the stafftofs hospital, the gift
of Mr. John L. Langman, has been completed asvislidRobert O'Callaghan, F. R. C. S. I., Surgeahédrench Hospital, London,
Surgeon, Charles Gibbs, F.R.C.S.Eng., Assistargesurto Charing Cross Hospital, Surgeon. H. J. 8ebaF.R.C.S, Anaesthetist
to University College Hospital, Assistant Surgead &naesthetist, A. Conan Doyle, M.D., Physicifine Army Medical Officer in
command of the hospital will be Major O'C. DruryARM.C. Five senior students from University CgkeHospital as surgical
dressers. Mr. Archie Langman, son of the donol,aeil as treasurer and secretary.

® The LONDON TIMES SHIPPING LIST, inaccurately, regothe following: 01/03/00 (Thursday): At the Rbydbert Docks the
Oriental left yesterday (27 February 1900) for Qustewn after embarking the following: Langman’s pitesl, Drs., Conan Doyle,
Langman, O’Callaghan, Gibbs, Scharlieb, Howell, NBxury, Dressers Hackney, Turle, Bolton, Blasgdayes and Civil Surgeon
Petchell.



Roberts inspected the establishment, and telegdegingessage to its donor stating that
its “value to our R.A.M.C. and wounded cannot beregtimated”.

The main healthcare challenge the Langman Hosgiaéfl was to face whilst in
Bloemfontein was a catastrophic typhoid epidefrdad a local outbreak of erysipelas,
the latter severely hampering the service capglafithe unit.

The hospital was transferred to Pretoria ofi 2dly 1900 and on"4¥November 1900 it
was donateth tototo the British authorities. There it fell to the command of
Lieutenant-Colonel (and later temporary Surgeondgain A H Keogh and the No. 2
General Hospital. De Villiers reports it as havingated 1211 patients of whom 278
returned to duty, 875 were transferred to othepttals and 58 diefl. The hospital was
highly commended for its functionality by the SuvgeGeneral Sir W D Wilson and
Lord Roberts went on to mention it in Despatches

The Langman Hospital Medal Roll : WO 100/225°

The Langman Hospital Medal Roll: WO 100/225 wasnsiited to the War Office by
Archie Langman in May 190% . Both Lce. Corporal A Burt and W Burt are clearly
evident on that submission. In his review artiatetioe subject?, W. H . (“Bill")
Fevyer listed A(lbert) Burt but failed to list W¢es Harris) Burt. He does, however,
make an important (and in this case pertinent) magien in his article, namely:

“It should of course be remembered that bars cbaldarned with other units; also that the nursiatgrs
would not have received the bars for which thelitjad”.

With this in mind, and having read the auctioneeosxment above, | had to ask myself
“why should someone living the early"6entury go to the trouble of fraudulently
changing his Queen’s South African medal as is ssiggl; and was there ever a
comprehensive survey of all the Anglo-Boer War nhedlds to exclude the involvement
of the brothers Burt in other military or paranahy operations during the war? ”

® See Simpson, R. J. S. (Robert John Shaw). Thecalddstory of the war in South Africa, an epidelmigcal essay. Publ. H.M.
Stationery Office. J. Bale, Sons & Danielsson, Liobhdon. 1911; the Report on Certain Enteric Féweculation Statistics; the Role
of the Common House Fly in the spread of typhoiefe

’ British Medical Journal 1 Dec., 1900 p. 1586. THENGMAN HOSPITAL. It is stated that the staff dfe Langman Hospital was
to leave Durban on November 10thg in the Yorkslhejing in charge 100 sick and invalided men. Mndmaan,who has
Maintained this hospital for nine months in Bloentfsin and Pretoria, during which time over 120& sind wounded have been
treated, has presented the tents and the wholpragnt to the Government

8 de Villiers, JC. Healers, Helpers and Hospital$distory of Military Medicine in the Anglo-Boer WagVol. | & Il) Publ: Protea
Book House, Pretoria. 2008

9 Mentions in despatches: Lord Roberts' Recommemgtidpril 2, 1901...... the Langham Hospital, underRMT A O'Callaghan,
FRCSI.

10 WO 100/225 : St John's Ambulance, Red Cross §gdish, Scotch, Welsh and Donative Hospitalsspital Ships
A, Langman, Lieut., Middlesex Imperial YeomannS@nhope Terrace, Hyde Park.

2 Fevyer, W.H . Journal of the Orders and MedalsRezh Society 1979; 18(3): 207-10 Queen’s Soutitéedal, Medal Roll for
the Langman Hospital



Therein lies the rub.
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The first page of the Langman Medal Roll

Previous sales of Queen’s South Africa medals listeon WO 100/225 and awarded
for service in the Langman Hospital

Sales of Queen’s South Africa medals awarded faticgein the Langman Hospital
appear to be relatively rare. In the last decdu®sd once belonging to the following
recipients have been sold: Pte. W. MilmfnCapt. & Qr. Mr. B. R. Howef* and Pte.
A. L. Martin *°.

131999: Medals and Militaria relating to the Boer Mzt 611 Medals and Militaria relating to the Ba&ar 20 - 21 October 1999
Spink London. Queen's South Africa 1899-1902, tletasps, Cape Colony, Orange Free State, Tran@®&alW. Milman, Langman
Hospital), one or two edge bruises, very fine. HanRrice: £345

42003: Civilian Awards (John Tamplin Collection)t%5, 19 Sep 03 Category: Single Campaign MedBlsscription: The Boer
War medal awarded to Captain and Quartermaster BoRell, of the Langman Hospital in South Africa€gn’s South Africa



The Burt Brothers of Portsmouth

Family background

The Burt family is easily traced back to thé"X@ntury. Originally yeomen of Dorset, a
diaspora appears to have occurred between 186184 idwith offspring moving to
Portsmouth, there to become bakers, drapers amkebpers.

Albert Burt, the third child of draper Albert Henfyitomas Burt and Maria Foot, was
born in Southsea, Hampshire in 1876 and baptise#iBiseptember 1876 at St. Thomas,
Portsmouth. He married Ethel Ruth Barrow during S®ptember quarter of 1901. He
died in his 3% year during the March quarter of 1908, cause uwknd ogether they

had one child, a son.

Weston Harris BURT, a baker by trade, was the tifidd of the same Albert Henry
Thomas Burt and Maria Foot. He was born in Portseapshire in July 1878, and
married Marion Augusta Cowles in Hendon during ®etc1905. Together they had six
children. He died in Edmonton, Middlesex duringed1946.

The Burt brother’s speculated association with Arthur Conan Doyle

After qualifying at Edinburgh University in 1881 ythur Conan Doyle first set up in
medical practice on his own at 1 Bush Villas, Elno&, Southsea in September 1882.
He is said to have chosen an area where he ththglet might be a shortage of doctors,
but consulting patients were few and far betwetis.ieported that during the eight years
he was there (July 1882 to December 1990) he eaxmeabre than £300 per ye4r.

Conan Doyle, having decided to leave Southseagltead/first to Vienna, Austria to
study ophthalmology and in March 1991 settled Bef2onshire Place, London. Within
months, he had given up medical practice to defviiself to writing'’ . He returned
briefly to medicine when he volunteered his serwias a physician to the Langman
Hospital'® . The professional staff already having been iemiuhe assisted with finding
the ancillary staff.

1899-1902, 3 clasps, Cape Colony, Orange Free, Statesvaal (Capt. & Qr. Mr. B. R. Howell, Langmidnsptl.) nearly extremely
fine and scarce. Hammer Price: £400

“Bennett R. Howell was appointed Quartermaster @®2tober 1887, of the Northern District, 4th Digis Volunteer Medical Staff
Corps, whose Headquarters were in Manchester. iob®c1894, he was granted the honorary rank ofa@apvhich rank he was
permitted to retain when he resigned his commisidfiovember 1898”. Bennett Ress Howell 1844 — 1923

152009: The Martin Family Group of Medals: Queerdsiti Africa Medal, with three Clasps Cape Colonsai@e Free State and
Transvaal, to Pte. A. L. Martin, Langman Hospi&tl;John Ambulance Brigade Medal for South Africe422 Pte. A. L. Martin.
Oldham Corps; a First World War trio, comprisindl49l5 Star, British War Medal and Victory Medal4t8(6)433 Pte. A. Martin.
R.A.M.C.; a Korea Medal and United Nations Koreadslleto D/Smx. 849150 T. Martin L.E.M.R.N., a DeterMedal (8). Hammer
Price: £950.

6 Eagle, D., Carnell, H. The Oxford literary guidethe British Isles. Publ: Oxford University Pre$881

1 campbell, M. Sir Arthur Conan Doyle, LL.D., M.DMB) 1959;1: 1341-1342

18 Sir Arthur Conan Doyle. Memories and Adventurés :Autobiography. Publ: Wordsworth Editions Ltdd7



The Burts living as they were at 77 Castle Rd,J&des were within two-fifths of a mile
(or 7 minutes walk) of Conan Doyle’s rooms in Elmo@e; and it is tantalising to
speculate (as have others) that the brothers, Wopadsense of adventure, later were
recruited by Conan Doyle to help staff the LangrHaspital. Of this, there is no known
proof.

Albert Burt : The Langman Hospital

No personal or personnel record is known to erisespect of Albert Burt when attached
to the Langman Hospital. For his service in thedraan Hospital he was awarded the
Queen’s South Africa medal with three clasps Caplery, Orange Free State and
Transvaal.

The original inscription on the medal reads asofed:

Queen’s South Africa Medal 1898-1902
Albert Burt : 10™ and 102" Coy Royal Garrison Attillery

Repeatedly over the years texts have suggestedlithet Burt fraudulently altered the
inscription on his Queen’s South Africa (Q.S.A) rakand applied a clasp SA 1901 to
those previously awarded for services to the Lamghhaspital, changing the 1901 to
1900, thereby inferring a rank and medallic rectignito which he was not entitled.
Were this the case, his presumed (and implaudibbe)ght processes would have been



that he was in South Africa in 1900. The clasgstblnould reflect that year. However,
one has to ask “what benefit would have been deffirgem this action? ”

A systematic search of the Queen’s South Africaahealls reveals that 69929 C.QMS.
Burt A. of 102 Coy R.G.A appears on WO100/146 d&#&d03. Therein it is noted that
already application had already been made for a3Gand that he was entitled to a
further clasp, namely South Africa 1901, for whaghplication was being made. Both
ends of the clasp being damaged, it would seenthibatxplanation for the damage to the
bar - which was issued later than the medal - ¢t “a botched job” of affixing it rather
than something nefarious.

SR -‘1.‘};!53:“; 0 i

The disputed date clasp “South Africa 1901”

Lastly, it was noted under REMARKS that he was s$eiiingland on promotion in
March 1901.

A copy of WO 100/145 dated 21.12.01 on behalf 8 ©@mpany Western Division
R.G.A underscores the rank of Sergeant and nasgsrmotion to Quartermaster
Sergeant appointed to a post on Malta. Presumhlgyrtove was part of an exchange for
the four companies from the garrison on Malta wiiald arrived in South Africa late in
January 1901 and prompted by the ever-diminishotgaf heavy artillery in the war.

Lol (1CAEHID) 79 T6-OF o I HRICWNH g
| TRANSRERRED._an Fromalcom (."P“" nize 'I_'Z‘ﬂj) |

Extract of Medal Roll WO 100/145: 69929 Sergt. ByRGA 1901 10th Co dated 12/12/01

Clearly, when the medal was first received no faadt been inscribed on the edge. No
rank is explicit on WO 100/225. | am of the opinibiat it is likely that theSERGT. was
inscribed at the time of affixing the clasp — byigthtime he did hold that rank — and by
a hand less professional than the usual for tHentque used is different.

19 WO 100/145 16 Company Western Division R.G.A



Albert Burt married Ethel Ruth Barrow during thep&amber quarter of 1901, a date
commensurate with the information gleaned fromeheedal rolls. Whether this was
during disembarkation leave or a later furloughas known. His son was born two years
later. Albert Burt died in 1908.
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